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: By: ‘George: C Wilgon 7 : 

we oa zand:.Michael -Getler.. 
rt on ton: Pest Staff ft art St 
‘Had eth hostage="ireseul “plan # 

_ worked, the Key. step: called;tor: heave: 
eily armed- U.S.7treops..to board. ~vehi-7 
cles outside: ‘Tehran « in: the, dead: “of; 
“night and then-race. through-the-city’ S3 
streets to take the embass com ound: 
Rd surprise., sige is 

- ‘The helicopters#would “not: . 

. sw ooped into the compound’ ‘under the 
aborted plan until-after the hostages’ 
“were safely ir in the hands of the rescue 


nate 


2 Pentasé aa White Heise aticiaie’ 
- broadly hinted” “4. vesterdayé'that * the: 
United States had help inside ‘Tehran? 
in determining~ the ex act: ‘moinent, to 
: strike- : . : 
> Presuiad! Ly, the! | hostag es. mat ‘that 
-pioment = would: have, been” guarded. 
only ¢ ‘ently? by’ the * “‘mititants. The. 
planning and repeated sehearsals over 
the last several ‘months convinced ‘the, 
would-be rescuers that once inside’ the * 
embassy compound. their work ‘would? 
-be easy! “sy 
“The team. itself was ‘convinced that’ 
*that/was “the part of the=mission -of,, 
which, they. were the most: “confident,” - | 
«Defense Secretary. Herold Brown said 
pat his’ Pentagon press conference. 38 


A) though. Brown aid ‘not: “Specify the: 
Ebasis- of. -this- Cont ne oiner: mili-- 
ytary.. sources Said. ~ } 
piutely~ reliable. intelligence “faformmas, 


strained US. “Blue Light” rescue team 
:  werezarmed -with. nonlethal-chemicatl |. 
agents” fo: incapacitate-toe: militants, 
> vere not depending o en their, 


2 Unde ‘the re yescue pian, “She. hostages 
i Syould have been:.:assemDled - by -the 
“troopers, picked up by:helicopter and 
-‘deposited : at~an “undisclosed airstrip 
“outside Tehran where six ‘C130 trans- 

<‘port planes would be w aiting Tor" 
_them, propellers turning.“ “ 

:* {he--rescue team<-. the: helicopter’ 

“erews ‘and the 53 hostages wouid have: 
- climbed into the C330s and flown out | 
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- vertly deploy ed ‘near Bas? Two out 


coe eeeene omen een! 


=a cine or roland 4 fsscull 


of Iran, lei aving “the helicopters ‘on the 
ground behind them.~ piers . 


Three ‘separate: “pases, in Tran: were 
mapped out “for the ‘operation..-One , 
wes near Tabas, for refueling the heli- { 
copiers; 2-sécond far- enough outside ¢ 
Tehran sothe helicopters ‘appréaching 

the city would not be: detected; and 2} 


2 


1 


third for th esca pe”. by. ‘C130, trans-: 
ports. £53 a 
Months. REO, - "the “Joint, Chiefs -of | 
Slaff had -studied “2° ‘plan: calling for} 
the rescue | team, to: Jand.: -directly, my : 
side the.” ‘compound : by. : helicopter. 
But as-Air “Porce’ Secretary ‘Hans Mo 
Mark d disclosed: ae tensity Aast- month, 
"tt ~ . 


The° Tevised” ‘pla : 
troops fo. ‘shea up-6n_ “the: embass: a in” 
‘wehicles; rather? than: ‘seresh, ‘directly 
into the ‘compound, 25. Was. the casé“in 
the raid’, against- North?<Vi tnam’s" ‘| 
-prison czrap at'Sontay.in- 1970, : 

Government officials indicated ‘shat. 
the vehicles for. the raid had been. COs 


side Tehran. US. troops would have 
‘staved there. the first night of the op-! 
eration and then. smounted the raid onj 
the second nisht—waich w ould have 
been last night in W ashington. 

There were also suggestions . that 
the 90-member Blue Light unit Brown 
talked about publiciy yesterday. had} 
Eoie backup. Bis appears that others 


“pumbers. ‘and. “identi es sinknown—= 
were deployed. ahéad. of-timeé -at Base- 
_.Two. They were said fo have beern*4 
-the-process of, “being “extracted “when 
“the White. “House” “announced” the” ai x 
“early Friday’ morning.<! *. — 
i;Sen. John Glenn(D- -Ohio) ‘raised the 11 
‘possibility of Iranians: secretly. helping. 3 
the would-be American -reseuers, sta = 
“ing: “phere, ‘might. be: a fifth -columir 
u ‘that 1 we, “have. developed ig or ground 
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